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As many of the Texas plant managers will attest, this 
year’s extended winter has given way to a seemingly 
frantic spring.  Plants of all kinds seem to have appeared 
out of no-where as they often do, with aquatic resource 
owners suddenly fearful of losing their precious aquatic 
habitat to the latest vegetation growth they observe.  Of 
course their early revulsion leads to a more sensible 
approach as they seek advice from professionals and 
educators that help them to put things in 
perspective.  Calming the reactionary approach often 
seems to be the first step in good management. 

It is important that we solve problems and provide 
expedient solutions, but at times it can get tempting to 
overreact and then to end up creating management 
solutions that incite a host of new problems.  Proper 
integrated management principles are essential and after 
all, are a founding purpose of our organization.  As we 
move forward, we welcome the input of the community 
of managers as a whole, as we seek to promote the most 
innovative and scientifically based aquatic plant 
management practices available in our field.  For any of 
you who are reading this address, uncertain as to 
whether or not your preferred approach to aquatic plant 
management would fit into this society, we want to 

personally invite you to join our discussion and to help us 
learn all we can about good water resource stewardship. 

In the spirit of expanding our membership and 
encouraging increased participation, I am pleased to 
announce the location of the annual conference at a 
brand new venue in Hamilton Texas.  Many thanks to the 
board members who found the location, taking time out 
of their busy schedules to work out the logistics of 
another classic Texas conference venue.   The Inn at Circle 
T boasts an Old West themed inn adjacent to a high 
fenced, exotic game ranch and first class rodeo 
arena.  The richly appointed western themed rooms boast 
all the modern amenities while situating you on the side 
of a rugged hill in the northern half of the hill country.  In 
addition to good ol’ southern hospitality, the facility 
boasts an excellent steakhouse that will really round out 
our stay. 

With the move to Hamilton, we have finally broken the 
South Texas penchant to the TAPMS venues and will 
hopefully be encouraging some of our north Texas peers 
to join the fun.  For all of those who have not attended in 
the past, please come join us and if you have any research 
or experience to report, please submit your abstracts for 
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review so that we can provide our members with the most 
up to date methods available. 

Remember that TAPMS exists to serve the needs of the 
aquatic plant management community (academic, 
professional, or amateur participants) and as such we 
always welcome your questions and comments concerning 
our work.  We want to provide good current information 
but we are only as good as the members and advisors who 
participate in our efforts. 

On another note and as a part of the TAPMS mission 
statement, we do wish to increase our outreach efforts 
towards the public at large.  Up until now, we have 
attended other like-minded organizations conferences 
along with the Texas Forestry Expo.  While these events do 
allow us some exposure, we would like to broaden our 
horizons.  If any of our membership has ideas towards this 
end, we would welcome the feedback. 

In that same vein, your board is very much aware of the 
needed revamp of our society’s website.  We are working 
very hard towards that end.  The new website will seek to 
remake this newsletter and to provide an effective forum 
for the transmission of aquatic plant management 
knowledge.  We will be particularly focused on directing 
our visitors to as much good information as we can, 
providing a resource that will accomplish what a plethora 
of public appearances cannot-namely a 24 hour public 
presence.  Bear with us during the transition but we trust 
you will thoroughly enjoy the final product. 

As always, we very much appreciate your support and look 
forward to working with you to make the most of Texas 
aquatic resources. 

Matt Ward 
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Save the Date 

 

 

 

2014 TAPMS Conference  

October 12-14 

Circle T Ranch 

Hamilton, TX  

Editor’s Notes 

All members and 

advertisers are welcomed 

and encouraged to   

contribute articles and 

information to the 

newsletter.. Please contact 

Editor, Chris Smith for more 

information. 

cjsmith@landolakes.com  

713-805-0562 
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Texas Aquatic Plant Management Society 

Annual Conference October 12-14, 2014 

Located at: 

 

Circle T Ranch 

 

Hamilton, Texas 

 

 

Arriving in Hamilton, Texas will allow you to feel the presence of a warm Hometown atmosphere.  It is 
a 4.5 miles drive west of Hamilton on Highway 36. Located in the Central Texas Hill Country, one of 
the newest additions to Hamilton is The Inn at Circle T.  First impressions are not deceiving this 
unique hotel provides a western casual elegance for your lodging. Take a few minutes to experience the 
surrounding Texas landscape ranging from native grasslands, rolling, rocky terrain, exotic game, and 
our many local ranches.  The exterior of The Inn at Circle T portrays a setting of the Old West with a 
slightly modern decor. 

 

All TAPMS members and others who are interested in aquatic plant management, biology or ecology, 

or who are involved in the protection, management and restoration of water and wetland resources, are 

invited to attend the 2014 TAPMS Annual Conference.  Whether you work in the public or private 

sector, as an aquatic weed management professional, water resource manager, researcher, or regulatory 

official, the 2014 conference will satisfy your need for up to date information on aquatic weed 

management tools and techniques, recent technological advances, research results that are relevant to 

your work, laws and regulations, public outreach initiatives, and TAPMS business.  



 

 

 

The 2014 TAPMS Annual Conference will be held on October 12-14, 2014, at the Circle T Ranch in 

Hamilton, TX.  The conference will be held in the same location as the Inn located at the Circle T Ranch.  

TAPMS currently has rooms blocked at a discounted price for the nights of October 12-13. Rooms 

blocked include: 10 King Standard at $85/night, 25 Double Queen Standard at $85/night, and 17 King 

Suites at $95/night.  Please contact the Circle T Ranch with the information provided below to make your 

reservations in advance and ensure you receive the accommodations you desire.   

 

 

To Make Your Reservations Call 1-877-310-3209 

 

4021 W. HWY 36, P.O. Box 166 

Hamilton, TX 76531 

 (254) 386-3209 

Fax (254) 386-3162 

www.inn-at-circle-t.com 

  

 

Call for Presentations 

You are invited to give a presentation at the 2014 TAPMS Annual Conference.  20 minute presentations 

covering all aspects of the management, biology and ecology of aquatic plants and management and 

restoration of aquatic and wetland ecosystems are welcome.  Presentations should not be used to advertise 

a specific product, brand, or service.  Oral presentations are preferred, but poster presentations are 

acceptable. 

 

Further information regarding the conference and registration will follow this announcement at a later date.  

If you have any questions regarding the conference or would like to inquire about being a 

presenter, please contact Jordan Austin at jaustin@sjra.net, President-elect and Program 

Chair. 
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Lake Levels Across the 

State of Texas as of  

4-30-2014 

Texas Reservoirs  

 
Lake Buchanan: -29.98’ (38.1%) 

Caddo Lake: +0.48’ (100%) 

Coleto Creek: -4.00’ (70.2%) 

Lake Conroe: -0.55’ (97.4%) 

Lake Fork: -3.57’ (85.3%) 

Lake Houston: +0.09’ (100%) 

Lake Lewisville: -7.69’ (66.8%) 

Lake Livingston: +0.22’(100%) 

Possum Kingdom: -14.60’ (62.4%) 

Ray Hubbard: -7.73 (67.2%) 

Sam Rayburn: -1.93’ (92.5%) 

Lake Somerville: -2.68’ (81.1%) 

Toledo Bend: -1.36’ (94.8%) 

Lake Travis: -54.82’ (34.5%) 

 

*Information from Water Data for Texas Website  

Monitored Water Supply Reservoirs are 64.2% full on 2014-04-30  

Date 
Percent 

Full 

Reservoir 

Storage 

(acre-ft) 

Conservation 

Capacity 

(acre-ft) 

Today  2013-04-30 64.2 24,705,771 31,550,150 

Yesterday  2014-04-29 64.3 24,768,903 31,566,650 

1 week ago  2014-04-22 64.6 24,922,179 31,566,650 

1 month ago  2014-03-30 64.5 20,945,285 31,566,650 

3 months ago  2014-01-30 64.0 24,574,243 31,355,357 

6 months ago  2013-10-30 62.4 24,178,931 31,355,357 

1 year ago  2013-04-30 66.2 24,697,598 31,555,268 
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Texas Aquatic Plant Management  

Society Address 

Attn: Dave Bass, Treasurer 

P.O. Box 220   

Austin, Texas 78767  

Email: dbass@lcra.org  
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